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Meeting Minutes

Joint Committee Meeting

June 1, 2022
NWTDD Conference Room

Call to Order/Welcome/Introductions
Executive Board Chair, Tom Witherspoon, asked for a motion to allow virtual attendees to vote. Cindy McAdams made the motion and Jeff Jones seconded it. The board voted and it passed.
TN Electric Vehicle Deployment Plan – Antoine Hawkins, Ashley Owens

Ashley Owens provided some background regarding the Tennessee Electric Vehicle Deployment plan. Tennessee will receive $88 million to implement electric vehicle infrastructure in 5 years. To receive this funding, the state will have to submit a plan on how they would use these funds by August 1, 2022.  On interstate 40 there will be a fast-charging station every 50 miles.  They conducted a survey regarding the use of electric vehicles.  They will compile the results and use the information to help create the plan. After the charging stations are in place on the interstate across the state, they hope to use additional funds for charging stations in additional corridors. At that time, they will be reaching out to the RPO to determine the most beneficial placements of these charging stations in NWTN. CCS is the basic charging station that will be built at 1-1.5 million dollars apiece.  Each charging station will have 4 slots that can simultaneously charge vehicles in 10-30 minutes. 
General TDOT Update- Antoine Hawkins

In the process of writing the RPO plan and wants feedback. Goals & strategy for the RPO committee- Safety, access, create traffic, continue addressing issues in our rural communities.

1. Improving safety throughout our rural area. 

2. Increasing multi-motor access to existing infrastructure.
-bicycle lane

       3.   Monitor freight traffic and move goods more efficiently throughout the region.

-additional signage, try to save roads that large trucks frequently come through. 
       4.   Supporting state service and better serving West Tennessee.
NWTN RPO Coordinator Updates – Ken Thorne

Ken gave a brief history of the RPO and how it was founded. RPO was established in 2006. RPO started throughout the state by the federal government.  It gives the local government a chance to express how they want to see transportation dollars spent. In order to get the funds from the federal government an organization had to be established.  Memphis, Knoxville, Nashville, and other large cities have the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The federal government decided to house the position of RPO at the development districts since the mayors already meet at them. Ken introduced the new RPO coordinator, Bethany Brock.
Other business

Benton county mayor, Brett Lashlee, asked for help with highway 70.  

Adjournment
Chairperson Witherspoon called the meeting adjourned. 
Other Business

Chairman Witherspoon asked the committee if there was any further business or questions, and there was none.

Adjournment

Chairman Witherspoon called the meeting adjourned.

In attendance: Cindy McAdams, John Holden, Denny Johnson, Tom Witherspoon, Brett Lashlee, Barry Carter, Brad Hurley, Charles Ross, Donny Bunton, Gary Lofton, Janet Moore, Jeff Jones, Jennifer Morris, Jill Holland, Kim Foster, Marcia Mills, Richie Chilcutt, Ken Thorne, Tim Belton, Antoine Hawkins, Ashley Owens, Barry Carter, Charles Ross, Melinda Goode

 In attendance via Zoom: Tandy Darby, Gary Reasons, Carlton Gerrell, Chris Young, Shelton Merrell, Kamilla Kelly, Ricky Jackson
